PURPOSE:

The purpose of this booklet is to share stories of strength from
Native women who have been diagnosed with breast cancer. The
intended audience for this booklet is others who are going through
a similar experience, and for their loved ones. Although we have
made videotapes of these stories, for many Native families, print
materials are easier to use. We have prepared these materials to
help prevent anyone from going through this experience alone.
Many Native American cultures discourage discussing personal
health problems. But with a disease like cancer that is surrounded
with so much misinformation (such as a cancer diagnosis means a
death sentence), we need to help one another through the
experience. By sharing such information for this booklet, the Native
women wanted others to learn from their stories so that they would
seek diagnostic services and if cancer is present, that it be
diagnosed and treated in early stage of growth (while it is still
curable). These women shared their stories to help others through
this experience.

Our program had many delays in developing these materials. We
experienced severe budget cuts and without the help of our current

supporters (see the back panel of this booklet), we would not have
been able to produce these materials.

It has been an honor to learn from these women.

&.MW

page 2



